
 
Tone Development 

 
It is important that during every rehearsal, your tone is always your highest priority.  If you do not make the 
quality of the sounds you produce an important part of your playing, then you cannot expect others to do this 
for you.  So this portion of the rehearsal session is vital.  Since rehearsals are a build-up process, tone 
development is placed at the beginning.  Once your sound is exactly as you want it, then you can carry that into 
all other portions of your playing.  
 
Exercises – We will begin each rehearsal with the following types of exercises 
  

 Breathing exercises 

 Mouthpiece work 

 Singing 

 Long Tones (different registers) 

 Flow Studies 

 Melodic line exercises 

 Dynamic control exercises 

 Pedal tone exercises 

 Range development (upper and lower) 

 
Self-guided Listening Questions  
(During each of these exercises you should be asking yourself these questions.) 
 

 Am I standing/sitting with excellent posture?  A GIVEN 

 Am I holding the instrument correctly? A GIVEN 

 Are all of my breaths relaxed and full breaths? 

 Do I have a concept of what I want to sound like? 

 Am I using the maximum amount of air possible to create the desired tone and 
intensity?  

 Is my tone steady, consistent, and well centered? Or, does my sound move around a lot? 

 Are my embouchure and face very still when playing?  Are my corners set firmly?  Do I 
have control over my air stream?  Or, is air entering parts of my mouth that it should not (i.e. - puffy 
cheeks, air between front teeth and lips, etc.)? 

 Is my sound a dark and fully resonant sound on each note?  Or, does the resonance come 
and go? 

 Are all of the tones I produce blocks of sound?  When I move from note to note does the 
sound take time to establish, or is the change instantaneous?  

 Is my sound the same throughout the range of my instrument?  Or, is my sound thin in 
the upper register or un-centered in the lower register? 

 Is there extra “junk” in my sound?  What is causing the extra “junk”? (embouchure, air, 
tongue placement, etc.) 

 Am I playing in tune on every note?  Am I using the slides/joints on my instrument properly? 
 
 
In answering these questions, you can better understand what types of things you should be focusing on during 
this part of rehearsal.  This will also help guide your ears in knowing what to listen for. Again, being 
very honest and critical of yourself with regard to these questions will help raise your standards for your sound, 
which will ultimately lead to having the right sound every time you play your instrument.  One of the most 
significant improvements you should make this year should be the quality of the sound you produce on your 
instrument.   
 


